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AUGUST  2018

CANADA’S  
INFORMATION LEADER 

FOR ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERS AND 

DESIGNERS

EPT.CA

WEARABLES
Jannatec mines success with 

 its Smart Helmet p. 10

CONTRACT ELECTRONICS 
MANUFACTURING
OEM goes to China and back in  
search for ideal CEM partner p. 12

INDUSTRIAL 
AUTOMATION
Transforming industrial 
automation to boost profits p. 19

POWER 
MANAGEMENT
Extending the coin cell battery 
life in wearable applications p. 16

PM 40065710
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SEPTEMBER  2018

CANADA’S  
INFORMATION LEADER 

FOR ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERS AND 
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SENSOR TECH
LeddarTech’s sensing technology alters  

path of autonomous vehicles  p. 10

Deliver the speed and 
power of communication 
protocols p. 15

EMBEDDED  
SYSTEMS & AI
Embedded systems help AI programs 
interact with the physical world p. 24

Merging antenna and electronics 
boosts energy and spectrum 
efficiency p. 21

WIRELESS DESIGNS

RUGGED 
CONNECTORS

PM 40065710
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ept.ca
MEDIA KIT 2020

CANADA’S LEADING ELECTRONICS RESOURCE
Grow your business and discover new leads

PRINT • DIGITAL • EMAIL • CONTENT MARKETING • NEWSLETTERS  
• DATABASE • EVENTS • RESEARCH • WEBINARS • VIDEO 



THE CANADIAN ELECTRONICS & SEMICONDUCTOR COMPONENT MARKET REPRESENTS*:

EP&T reaches MORE THAN 95,000 QUALIFIED CONTACTS in the  
Electronics Industry Monthly

240,000+ 
Online Pageviews

2.5 million+
Emails Sent

2,700+ 
Live Event Attendees

400,000
Print Readers

Since 1979 EP&T has been the definitive 
resource for Canadian electronic engineers 
and designers looking for information on 
new products and technology to help them 
stay atop a fast moving industry.

KEY SEGMENTS:
✓ Industry 4.0 
✓ Communications
✓ Transportation 
✓ Medical  Electronics

✓ IoT & AI
✓ Security 
✓ Wearables 
✓ Contract Manufacturing

* Source: IBIS Report June 2018

493
businesses

 $4 billion
in revenue

14,000
strong workforce

4%
Annual Growth  

(13-18)

CANADA’S LEADING ELECTRONICS MARKET RESOURCE



CONTACT

SENIOR PUBLISHER
Scott Atkinson
416-510-5207
satkinson@ept.ca
 

ACCOUNT MANAGER
Joanna Malivoire
866-868-7089
jmalivoire@ept.ca

EDITOR
Stephen Law
416-510-5208
slaw@ept.ca

 
ACCOUNT CO-ORDINATOR
Tracey Hanson
416-510-6762 
thanson@annexbusinessmedia.com
ftp: annexnorth.loadingdock.ca

ADDRESS:  
111 Gordon Baker Rd. 
Suite 400, Toronto, ON   
M2H 3R1

Each issue  
of EP&T reaches  

51,775  
electronics industry 

professionals
—

EPT.ca attracts  
12,200  

sessions per  
month

83%
of EP&T  

subscribers read 
the publication 

regularly or 
always

79%
of EP&T’s 

subscribers  
read print

37%
of EP&T  

subscribers  
read digital  

edition 76%
of EP&T 

subscribers have 
been requalified  

in the past  
year

83%
of EP&T’s 

readership have 
purchasing 
influence

97%
feel EP&T  
meets the  

needs of the 
industry

69%
          use the 
publication to help
make purchasing 

decisions

79%
have visited  

the company’s 
website

Reach new customers through an integrated marketing campaign  
with Canada’s largest electronics industry resource.

Sources: EP&T readership survey May 2019. Verified Audit Circulation statement December 2018, Google Analytics



MULTIPLE PLATFORMS
PRINT
8 times per year
51,775 readers per issue

EMAIL
50,000 subscribers 
to Tech Update 
& Newscourier 
newsletters

CONTENT MARKETING
Showcase your expertise and 
solutions to an engaged audience

E-CONNECTS
23,500 Product 
Source 
subscribers

ONLINE
12,200 sessions per month
20,000 page views per month

E-C0NNECTS
Direct delivery of 
your customized 
message to your 
target audience



PRINT
Every issue of EP&T features the latest 
industry news related to the Canadian 
electronics industry and features new products 
on the market. Each regular issue of EP&T 
features a deep dive into the technology in a 
specific fast evolving field.

Issue Issue Theme Deadlines Product Focus

January/February INDUSTRY 4.0 Ad Close: Dec 13  
Ad Material: Dec 21

EP&T extensively 
covers products and 
developments crucial to 
the electronics industry 
including: connectors, 
power applications, 
sensors, circuit 
protection & switches, 
enclosures & thermal 
management, passives, 
semi-conductors, 
wireless applications, 
displays, optoelectronics, 
prototyping, test 
and measurement, 
compliance, 
manufacturing (solder, 
adhesives, coating etc.)  
and PCB’s.

February
ANNUAL ISSUE

ELECTROSOURCE  
BUYERS GUIDE

Ad Close: Jan 31  
Ad Material: Feb 5

March/ April TRANSPORTATION Ad Close: Feb 7  
Ad Material: Feb 12

May MEDICAL ELECTRONICS Ad Close: Apr 17  
Ad Material: Apr 22

June/July WEARABLES / eTEXTILES Ad Close: May 22  
Ad Material: May 27

August 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

CONTRACT  
MANUFACTURING

Ad Close: Jul 10  
Ad Material: Jul 15

September INTERNET of THINGS Ad Close: Aug 7  
Ad Material: Aug 12

October ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE Ad Close: Sep 18  
Ad Material: Sep 23

November/December SECURITY/CYBER-SECURITY Ad Close: Oct 23  
Ad Material: Oct 28

2020 EDITORIAL CALENDAR



CONTACT
SENIOR PUBLISHER
Scott Atkinson
416-510-5207
satkinson@ept.ca

ACCOUNT MANAGER
Joanna Malivoire
866-868-7089
jmalivoire@ept.ca

EDITOR
Stephen Law
416-510-5208
slaw@ept.ca

ACCOUNT CO-ORDINATOR
Tracey Hanson
416-510-6762 
thanson@annexbusinessmedia.com
ftp: annexnorth.loadingdock.ca

ADDRESS: 111 Gordon Baker Rd., Suite 400, Toronto, ON  M2H 3R1

AD SIZE DIMENSIONS
FOUR COLOUR RATE (NET)

1x 4x 8x 12x

DPS 18" x 12" $9,750 $9,400 $9,000 $8,650

DPS 1/2 Spread 18" x 6" $5,500 $5,300 $5,070 $4,870 

Full Page 9" x 12" $5,120 $4,950 $4,735 $4,550

1/2 Page Island 5 7/8" x 7 7/8" $3,585 $3,465 $3,315 $3,185 

1/
2 

pa
ge horizontal 8" x 5 3/8"

$3,075 $2,975 $2,850 $2,750
vertical 3 7/8" x 11" 

1/
3 

pa
ge horizontal 8" x 3 1/2"

$2,560 $2,475 $2,370 $2,275 
vertical 3 7/8" x 7"

1/
4 

pa
ge horizontal 8" x 2 5/8"

$2,050 $1,980 $1,895 $1,825
vertical 3 7/8" x 5 3/8"

PRODUCT SOURCE 2 1/2" x 2 1/2" $530 $490 $450 $400 

Cover Snipe – $4,450  |  Outside Back – Add 25%  |  Preferred Position – Add 15%

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

DOUBLE PAGE 
SPREAD
18"x12"

DPS 1/2 SPREAD
18"x6"

FULL PAGE 
9"x12"

1/2 VERTICAL
3 7/8" x 11"

1/2 HORIZONTAL
8"x 5 3/8"

1/2 ISLAND
5 7/8”x7 7/8”

1/4 VERTICAL
3 7/8" x 5 3/8"

1/3 VERTICAL 
3 7/8" x 7"

1/3 HORIZONTAL 
8" x 3 1/2"

1/4 HORIZONTAL 
8" x 2 5/8"



PRODUCT SOURCE
With a combined reach in print and online of over 75,000 
designers, engineers, R&D and management in the electronics 
OEM / MRO market in Canada, PRODUCT SOURCE is the best 
way to get your product message in the hands of qualified 
people in the market. With a limit of 10 products featured per 
email, you can be sure your message won’t get lost. Product 
placement is on a first come basis – so book early to ensure 
top positioning.

Post deployment, we send 
complete metrics and a CASL 
compliant 'leads list' including: 
company name, subscriber 
name and title, company mailing 
address and phone number.

PRODUCT SOURCE GUIDE
Trace-In-Air Chip Fuse Thwarts 

Effects of Aging
SCHURTER’s UAI 1206 time-lag chip fuse 
provides reliable and durable overcurrent 
protection wherever high levels of pulse 
currents, high thermal fluctuations and high 

mechanical loads are 
present. Offered in two 
versions with rated currents 
of 5.3 A and 7.5 A at 32 
VDC. Breaking capacity 
is 100 A. Designed to UL 
248-14 and is AEC-Q200 
qualified.

CPS

 -
 with optical feedback 
 -capable of unlimited number of actuations
 - ring or backlit area illumination
 -single, bicolor or multicolor versions with bright

 and consistent luminosity
 -momentary action (N.O. or N.C.), or 

 latching action 
 - rated 100 mA, 42/60 VAC/VDC max., variable

 input voltage 5 – 28 VDC
 - impact resistance IK09, ingress protection IP67
 -operating temperature range -20°C - +60°C
 -standard or customer specific legends

Metal pushbutton switch with 

EPT_MarApril_Schurter.indd   1 2018-02-21   1:52 PM

https://www.schurter.com

EPT_MarApril_SchurterPS.indd   1 2019-02-20   1:19 PM

(847) 956-1920
www.TUSAINC.com

PANEL MOUNT
BEEPERS & BUZZERS

In Stock!  Competitive Prices!  Free Samples!
IP65 RoHS  High Audio / Lighted Output!
Listen to Our Product Selection Online!

EPT_JanFeb_Tusainc.indd   1 2017-12-08   2:07 PM

Ultra-compact Snap-in Aluminum 
Electrolytic Capacitors  

TDK’s series of EPCOS B43644* ALU capac-
itors offer ultra-small dimensions of approx. 
22 mm x 25 mm and a long useful life of 5000 

hours. This series has extremely 
high CV properties covering 
capacitance ranges of 100 µF and 
820 µF (400 V), or between 68 µF 
and 680 µF (450 V). Applications 
include converters, power supplies 
and household electronics.

www.tdk-electronics.tdk.com

EPT_MarchApril_TDKPS.indd   1 2019-02-13   3:47 PM

EPT_MarApril_Masterbond.indd   1 2019-01-22   2:09 PM

The CoaxStrip 6580 
delivers an impressive 
20 percent boost in 
performance! Powerful 
and precise drives, 
newly implemented 
processing functions, 
and an extremely wide 
processing range are 
just some of the inherent benefits. State-of-the-
art electronics and precision mechanics guarantee 
repetitive, unmatched stripping quality.

New High-Performance Coaxial 
Cable Stripping Machine

schleuniger.com | 905.827.1166

EPT_MarApril_SchleunigerPS.indd   1 2019-02-14   1:24 PMEPT_NovDec_Absopulse.indd   1 2018-10-24   8:59 AM Test Drive OrCAD

Get the Trial: go.ema-eda.com/OrCADTrial

Free For 30 Days
Look no further than OrCAD for fast, 
accurate printed circuit board design 
and analysis. Over 40,000 engineers 
agree, OrCAD is the tool that can 
turn your ideas into reality.  

 EPT_PS_Mar2018_EMADesign.indd   1 2018-02-20   9:11 AM

65 - 130 AMPS on a 
P.C. BOARD

WeGot It!

www.BLOCKMASTER.com
847-956-1680

EPT_PS_June2018_Blockmaster.indd   1 2018-05-23   9:37 AM

EPT_MarApril_ITMPS.indd   1 2019-02-20   11:23 AM

AD INDEX
Absopulse Electronics Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Allied Electronics and Automation  . . . OBC
BEA Lasers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Blockmaster Blocks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Coilcraft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Digi-Key Corporation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,2
Diverse Electronics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
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EMA Design Automation Inc. . . . . . . . . . . 25
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TO ADVERTISE in an upcoming issue of EP&T, 
contact Scott Atkinson, Associate Publisher, 
satkinson@ept.ca or (416) 510-5207) or Joanna 
Malivoire, Account Manager, jmalivoire@ept.ca 
or direct 866-868-7089.
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PRODUCT SOURCE 
DIGITAL

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

JANUARY

January 8 January 14

January 15 January 21

January 22 January 28

FEBRUARY

February 5 February 11

February 12 February 18

February 19 February 25

MARCH

February 26 March 3

March 4 March 10

March 11 March 17

APRIL

April 1 April 7

April 8 April 14

April 22 April 28

PRODUCT SOURCE 
DIGITAL

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

MAY

April 29 May 5

May 6 May 12

May 13 May 19

JUNE

May 27 June 2

June 3 June 9

June 17 June 23

JULY

June 30 July 7

July 8 July 14

July 22 July 28

AUGUST

August 5 August 11

August 12 August 18

August 19 August 25

PRODUCT SOURCE 
DIGITAL

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

SEPTEMBER

August 26 September 1

September 2 September 8

September 16 September 22

OCTOBER 

September 30 October 6

October 7 October 13

October 14 October 20

NOVEMBER 

October 28 November 3

November 4 November 10

November 11 November 17

DECEMBER

November 25 December 1

December 2 December 8

December 9 December 15

PRODUCT SOURCE
Net rates FREQUENCY

1x 4x 8x 12x 24x 30+

Digital ONLY $900 $865 $815 $765 $700 $650

Print ONLY $530 $490 $450 $400 — —

PRINT & DIGITAL $1,215 $1,075 $950 $815 — —

PRINT DIGITAL



CUSTOM EBLAST/ VIDEO BLAST
Inbox delivery of your exclusive 100% share 
of voice message or video to your target 
audience.

Promote events, white papers, videos & new 
products and boost your web traffic with a 
custom e-blast.

Reach up to 15,000 qualified opt-in subscribers 
and receive a fully CASL compliant leads report 
following deployment.  Select the audience you 
want to reach geographically and by job title.

EP&T’s digital art department can help you 
tailor your message.

Dimension: 558 pixels wide by Variable length 
(or custom HTML) 

Minimum deployment: 5,500 names.

Cost: $450 cpm (net)



SPONSORED CONTENT

The BEST way to share your industry 
expertise and product news with electronics 
industry experts.

EPT.ca will host and promote your articles to our 
audience.

Establish thought leadership and educate your 
prospective customers.

Learn who is engaging with your content.

Content consists of 500 words and up to three photos 
and / or video. 

Your content will be hosted within the scrolling content 
bar on EP&T’s home page.

Your content will also appear within the features or 
product section.

Content is marketed through two sponsored spotlight 
positions in the Newscourier newsletter and through  
the EP&T Twitter feed and LinkedIn page.

Cost: $2,500



ENEWS COURIER NEWSLETTER
Target your sales message to 
buyers’ inboxes. ENewscourier is 
EP&T’s popular weekly electronics 
industry newsletter. Sent to more 
than 22,500 opt-in subscribers. 
Advertisers benefit from receiving 
a fully CASL compliant list of 
leads of subscribers interested  
in their product.

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

JA
N

U
AR

Y January 2 January 8

January 9 January 15

January 16 January 22

January 23 January 29

FE
B

R
U

AR
Y January 30 February 5

February 6 February 12

February 13 February 19
February 20 February 26

M
AR

CH

February 27 March 4

March 5 March 11

March 12 March 18

March 19 March 25

AP
R

IL

March 26 April 1

April 2 April  8

April 9 April 15

April 16 April 22

April 23 April 29

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

M
AY

April 30 May 6

May 7 May 13

May 14 May 20

May 21 May 27

JU
N

E

May 28 June 3

June 4 June 10

June 11 June 17

June 18 June 24

JU
LY

July 3 July 8

July 9 July 15

July 16 July 22

July 23 July 29

AU
G

U
ST

July  30 August 5

August 6 August 12

August 13 August 19

August 20 August 26

ENEWSCOURIER SIZE (pixels) RATES (net)

DESKTOP MOBILE 3x 6x 12x 24x 30+

Leaderboard 1 728 x 90 300 x 50 $1,075 $965 $915 $860 $750

Big Box 1 300 x 250 300 x 250 $850 $765 $725 $680 $595

Big Box 2 300 x 250 300 x 250 $625 $560 $530 $500 $435

Sponsored  
Spotlight/ Video

300 x 250 image or 
video plus 100 words

300 x 250 image or 
video plus 100 words $1,250 $1,125 $1,050 $1,000 $875

Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

SE
P

TE
M

B
ER

August 27 September 2

September 3 September 9

September 10 September 16

September 17 September 23

September 24 September 30

O
CT

O
B

ER

October 1 October 7

October 8 October 14

October 15 October 21

October 22 October 28
N

O
VE

M
B

ER

October 29 November 4

November 5 November 11

November 12 November 18

November 19 November 25

D
EC

November 26 December 2

December3 December 9

December 10 December 16



TECH UPDATE NEWSLETTER
Put your sales message 
directly in buyers' 
inboxes. Tech Update is 
EP&T’s popular sector 
specific newsletter. Sent 
to over 23,000 opt-in 
subscribers. Advertisers 
benefit from receiving a 
fully CASL compliant list 
of leads of customers 
interested in their 
product.

TECH UPDATE SIZE (pixels) RATES (net)

DESKTOP MOBILE 3x 6x 12x 24x 30+

Leaderboard 1 728 x 90 300 x 50 $960 $865 $815 $770 $675

Leaderboard 2 728 x 90 300 x 50 $790 $710 $675 $630 $555

Leaderboard 3 728 x 90 300 x 50 $680 $615 $580 $545 $475

Big Box 1 300 x 250 300 x 250 $750 $675 $640 $600 $525

Big Box 2 300 x 250 300 x 250 $540 $485 $460 $435 $380

Sponsored 
Spotlight 1

300 x 250 image 
plus 100 words

300 x 250 image 
plus 100 words $1,175 $1,060 $1,000 $940 $825

Sponsored 
Spotlight 2

300 x 250 image 
plus 100 words

300 x 250 image 
plus 100 words $900 $810 $765 $720 $630

PRODUCT FOCUS Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

JANUARY
Enclosures/Thermal Management January 8 January 13

Test & Measurement January 15 January 20

FEBRUARY

Industrial Automation February 5 February 10

Interconnected Devices February 12 February 17

Sensors February 19 February 24

MARCH

Optoelectronics March 4 March 9

Medical Electronics March 11 March 16

Semi-conductors / IC’s March 18 March 23

APRIL
Transportation April 1 April 6

Connectors April 15 April 20

MAY
Switches & Circuit Protection May 6 May 11

Power Management May 20 May 25

JUNE

Medical Electronics June 3 June 8

Enclosures/Thermal Management June 10 June 15

Test & Measurement June 17 June 22

PRODUCT FOCUS Material  
Due Date

E-News  
Mail Date

JULY
Power Management July 8 July 13

Wearables July 15 July 20

AUGUST
Industrial Automation August 5 August 10

Connectors August 19 August 24

SEPTEMBER

Switches & Circuit Protection September 9 September 14

Contract Manufacturing September 16 September 21

Prototyping September 23 September 28

OCTOBER

Internet of Things September 30 October 5

Embedded Systems October 14 October 19

Power Management October 21 October 26

NOVEMBER

Artificial Intelligence October 28 November 2

Connectors November 11 November 16

Enclosures/Thermal Management November 18 November 23

DECEMBER
IoT December 2 December 7

Security December 9 December 14



EPTECH
Eptech is Canada’s largest electronics design related show, hosted in the 
top tech hubs throughout the country.

Eptech is attended by a wide cross-section of qualified individuals in 
the electronics sector including: engineers, management, designers, 
production, purchasing and procurement, research & development, 
maintenance & service.

Attendance varies according to location and is between 300 -600.

2020 EPTECH Locations:
MONTREAL 
Holiday Inn, Pointe Claire 
April 7

MISSISSAUGA 
Mississauga Convention Centre 
April 21

CALGARY 
Coast Hotel and Conference Centre 
May 21

VANCOUVER 
Hard Rock Casino 
June 11

QUEBEC CITY 
Plaza Hotel 
September 10

OTTAWA 
Brookstreet Hotel 
October 8

WATERLOO 
Bingemans Conference Centre 
October 27

EXHIBITOR RATES
1 city / table $1,275

2-5 cities / tables $1,225

6 or more cities / tables $1,125

Seminar $350

Electrical $150

To confirm your table, please visit  ept.ca/eptech/exhibit

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Branded bag

Branded lanyard

Onsite visibility

Keynote Sponsorship

Post show customized eblast



EPTECH OFFERS  
EXHIBITORS A LOW COST 
OPPORTUNITY:

Price includes 2’ by 8’ skirted table,  
chairs and storage.

Table positioning is determined on a  
first-come basis.

Simple set-up and take-down.

Shipper organized to handle your goods  
and customs if required.

Convenient hours – Free parking.

Promotional materials provided for you 
to invite your clients.

Seminar space is available.

CONTACT
SENIOR PUBLISHER
Scott Atkinson
416-510-5207
satkinson@ept.ca

ACCOUNT MANAGER
Joanna Malivoire
866-868-7089
jmalivoire@ept.ca

EDITOR
Stephen Law
416-510-5208
slaw@ept.ca

ACCOUNT CO-ORDINATOR
Tracey Hanson
416-510-6762 
thanson@annexbusinessmedia.com
ftp: annexnorth.loadingdock.ca

ADDRESS: 111 Gordon Baker Rd., Suite 400, Toronto, ON  M2H 3R1

EPTECH POST SHOW  
EMAIL OPPORTUNITY

✓ This post show wrap up is the ONLY way 
to guarantee you reach all attendees and 
registrants to EPTECH. 

✓ One week after the each show, EP&T will 
send an email featuring your business and 
contact information to all registrants of the 
show….whether they attended or couldn’t 
make it. 

✓ Your information is linkable – so interested 
customers can click through to your website. 

✓ We’ll also provide you with CASL compliant 
leads, so you can reach out to people 
interested in your message and build on your 
own database. 

✓ Cost is $350 per space  
Limited to 1 space per exhibitor table per show 

✓ Positioning within the email is on a first 
come basis at time of booking. 



WEBSITE

EPT.CA
Canada’s leading electronics online 
resource. Features industry news, 
technical articles and product 
information – updated daily.

79%
of EP&T readers 
use the website 

regularly

12,200 
sessions per month

20,000 
page views per month

Leaderboard
$800 net  

per month

Sponsored
content 

$2,500 net 

Upper 
Superbox
$900 net 

per month

Big box
$450 net 

per month

Lower 
Superbox
$650 net 

per month



ELECTROSOURCE 2020

Canada’s ONLY Electronics Industry  
Buyers' Directory.
In PRINT and DIGITAL EDITION

Published: February 2020

Booking deadline: January 31, 2020

Electrosource provides year-long advertising exposure to those 
purchasing electronic products and services.

This comprehensive resource is mailed to EP&T’s circulation list and  
is distributed at each of EP&T’s Eptech shows across Canada.

SECTION 1  
Alphabetical company listings of 

suppliers and distributors

SECTION 2 
Product Reference Guide

SECTION 3 
Manufacturers and sales  

companies listed alphabetically  
with the names of local reps.

ELECTROSOURCE RATES (net)

Cover Snipe $3,535

Page 2 $5,105

IBC $4,685

OBC $5,310

Line Card (Black and White) $1,845

PRODUCT REFERENCE 1x 6x 12x 24x

1/12 page (2.5” by 2.5”) $795 $610 $560 $465 

Company Listing $110

LISTING ENHANCEMENTS

Logo $195



CONTRACT ELECTRONICS SOURCE GUIDE

CANADA’S  
INFORMATION LEADER 

FOR ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERS AND 

DESIGNERS

EPT.CA

180925_8-3_Mill_CoverBanner_EPT_CA.indd   1 9/25/18   11:14 AM
EPT_NovDec_DigiKeyBanner.indd   1 2018-10-18   11:16 AM

CONTRACT ELECTRONICS MANUFACTURING (CEM) PROVIDERS IN CANADA

ELECTRONIC
MANUFACTURING

SERVICES
GUIDE 2020

Premier Edition

Playing an integral role in the eco system of the electronics 
industry in Canada, CEMs or EMS providers represent one of 
the most important players in any design cycle. 

EP&T’s August 2020 print edition will feature a complete 
Source Guide for those looking to connect with a Contract 
Electronics Manufacturer (CEM) or Electronics Manufacturing 
Services (EMS) provider in Canada.

From British Columbia to the Atlantic Provinces and 
everything in-between, this special section will list all of 
the major CEMs and EMS players coast to coast in Canada, 
serving as a perfect guide to engineers seeking a design and 
manufacturing partner.

Cost of ¼ listings ad $1,150 - 55% off rate card 
(available to CEM providers)

Other ad spaces available at earned rates.

Test considerations
Often product design teams do 
not develop production test 
plans until after the product de-
sign is already completed. How-
ever, a savvy EMS provider will 
ensure that a comprehensive test 
strategy is developed concur-
rently with the product design. 
This approach results in a cost-ef-
fective test process with the best 
possible test coverage which 
greatly reduces the risk of uncov-
ering issues during test process 
validation before the product is 
introduced to manufacturing.

3. THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS
If the EMS firm will be using 
third party resources to design 
your product such as on-site 
contractors, remote developers, 
or external suppliers, there are 

2. MFG MINDSET
Feedback during the design 
phase from the manufacturing 
team members in sourcing, sup-
ply chain, and test engineering 
reduces the risk of unanticipated 
issues and increases the likeli-
hood of a seamless design trans-
fer to manufacturing.

Sourcing & supply chain
Because the BOM (Bill-of-Ma-
terial) cost is usually a large 
portion of the total product cost, 
the EMS provider’s capabilities 
to reduce these costs should be 
an important criterion.
Furthermore, large EMS firms 
have access to substantial finan-
cial credit facilities that enable 
them to purchase bulk quantities 
of parts and materials at best 
possible terms.

So you’ve finally de-
cided to explore using 
an electronic design 
and manufacturing 

services (EMS) partner to devel-
op and build your product. 

There are many reasons why 
this makes sense, but obviously, 
your product design will benefit 
from a manufacturing perspec-
tive during the design process.

1.  TECHNICAL EXPERTISE 
Certainly the EMS firm should 
have the requisite technical de-
sign and manufacturing experi-
ence to develop and build your 
product. Although engineering 
discipline expertise such as elec-
trical, mechanical, or software is 
important, it is not sufficient.

Relevant industry experience 
is vital, particularly for those 
products that require specific 
domain knowledge such as de-
fense, aerospace, communica-
tions, or medical.

Depending on your product’s 
complexity, the development 
process may require specialized 
instrumentation, software, simu-
lation tools, or test and measure-
ment equipment; the EMS 
provider’s staff should already 
have experience. 

If not, you will be paying them 
to learn which is not ideal or 
cost-effective.

Some products may require 
dedicated facilities such as clean 
rooms for optical and medical 
devices or anechoic chambers 
for sophisticated RF systems. 

While it may be beneficial if 
the EMS firm has these facilities 
in-house, you may also be pay-
ing more to cover the additional 
overhead for these facilities in-
stead of paying one-time fees at 
a local test lab.

Why should I use a design 
and EMS partner?
Here are some good reasons for electronic designers to  
conduct a thorough search in finding a contract  
manufacturing ally. BY SEAN PRIDDY
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product with the fewest third 
party resources.

4.  LOCATION / PROXIMITY
Even though it is much easier 
today than in the past to do busi-
ness internationally as well as 
virtually, the location of the 
EMS firm is still an important 
consideration.

The smaller the geographic 
range you’re willing to consider, 
the fewer choices there will be. 
However, the further away from 
the EMS company is from you, 
the greater the opportunity for 
potential problems to arise. 
It is unlikely that you will have 
any communication issues work-
ing with a local supplier since 
you are typically working the 
same business hours. Even a 
couple of time zones difference is 
usually not a problem.

But, as the distance to the 
EMS provider increases, the 
window for daily communica-
tion narrows. A provider that is 
located in a time zone that is 5 or 
6 hours ahead or one that is half-
way around the world will likely 
require you to attend early morn-
ing or late evening calls.

Travel
Ideally, it would be great to have 
a local EMS firm that was only a 
short car ride away. But, in most 
cases, this would greatly limit 
your options. It’s worthwhile to 
estimate the anticipated travel 
costs in advance.

However, if you choose a for-
eign electronics EMS provider, 
travel costs will likely be higher 
than for domestic travel. Addi-
tionally, intercontinental travel 
will exponentially increase your 
travel costs, as well as the time 
investment required per trip. 

Furthermore, you and your 
team members will need to have 
passports and possibly need to 
obtain visas. This situation can 
be further complicated if some 
members of your team are not 
citizens such as those with tem-
porary visas, work permits, or 
permanent resident alien cards.

Shipping
While domestic shipping is rela-
tively cost efficient if you can 
avoid overnight shipping, the 
cost of international shipping 
can vary widely based on the 

destinations, weight and class of 
service. If the package’s size and 
weight is relatively small, inter-
national air shipping can be a 
reasonable option. But, if the 
package’s size and weight is sub-
stantial, air freight can be prohib-
itively expensive. While ground 
or boat shipment will be more 
cost effective, you will have to 
plan for longer shipping times.

It is worth noting that incor-
rectly filled out customs forms 
may cause delays and unantici-
pated tariffs or duties can also 
substantially increase the effec-
tive international shipping 
costs. 

Always ensure that the EMS 
provider has experience manag-
ing international shipping to 
your location. Otherwise, you 
risk delays and unplanned costs.

Legal considerations
If the EMS firm is organized in a 
foreign country, you may not 
have the same legal protections 
as you would domestically for 
contracts, warranties, liability, or 
intellectual property. Even if the 
EMS firm has a domestic subsid-
iary you may still be at risk. If the 
contractual liability resides with 
the domestic entity, you may 
have limited legal recourse when 
an issue arises if the domestic 
subsidiary doesn’t have the nec-
essary assets or the appropriate 
and adequate insurance coverage 
to cover it.

Also, beware of a domestic 
EMS provider who offers a ‘part-
nership’ with an international 
supplier. These relationships are 
almost always just informal busi-
ness agreements to cooperate 
without any mutual contractual 
obligations. So when business 
goes badly, neither party will take 
responsibility for the problems 
leaving you to sort them out for 
yourself.

The best advice if you’re con-
sidering an international EMS 
company is to consult with a 
qualified attorney who has the 
necessary background and expe-
rience in international trade and 
intellectual property protection.

5. COMPANY STABILITY
Potential customers often ask 
how long an EMS firm has been 
in business. But, in the current 
business environment, longevity 

can no longer be a barometer for 
company stability.

Financial strength
Although often overlooked by 
potential customers, an EMS 
provider’s financial condition is a 
critical factor to consider before 
committing your business. If 
your EMS partner is not finan-
cially strong, the negative im-
pacts can be subtle such as 
shipping delays due to outstand-
ing past due invoices from a key 
supplier, credit constraints based 
on banking covenants, or key 
personnel leaving, voluntarily or 
involuntarily, because of payroll 
cash flow issues.

Personnel turnover
A key reason to select an EMS 
firm is that you have access to a 
seasoned design team that has 
worked together for many years. 
The stability of the design team is 
critical to the efficient develop-
ment of your product. If there are 
many new people and the EMS 
provider is not growing its busi-
ness, this may be an indicator of a 
high rate of personnel turnover. 
However, if there are few new 
people, this may be a strong indi-
cation that you are working with a 
provider whose business is either 
stagnant or worse, contracting.

Search for a partner that has 
many long-term team members 
mixed with some new ones.

6. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Wouldn’t it be great if you could 
find an EMS firm that had previ-
ously designed a similar product? 
While at first, this might seem 
appealing, there are two con-
cerns that should be addressed.

Savvy EMS providers ensure that a comprehensive test strategy is developed concurrently with the design.

Always make sure that your EMS partner has signed confidentiality 
agreements with its suppliers.

Sean Priddy is director of business 
development for design services at 
Creation Technologies.

First, you risk one-track think-
ing by the EMS firm’s design 
team that will highly leverage a 
previous design to reduce the 
amount of development time 
and work. Although this ap-
proach may reduce development 
costs and time, it may result in 
your design being only slightly 
adapted for your requirements 
instead of being optimized.

Also, depending on the agree-
ment under which the previous 
product was developed, there 
may be IP (Intellectual Proper-
ty) entanglements including 
joint ownership, 3rd party licens-
ing terms, and other business 
restrictions that could potential-

ly limit your future product 
plans. Additionally, there is a risk 
of unintentional infringement 
unless the firm has well-defined 
processes in place to ensure that 
people and documentation are 
segregated among the competi-
tors’ projects.

Lastly, you need an EMS part-
ner who is trustworthy, who will 
honour confidentially agree-
ments and will not share your 
design details with third parties.

Final Thoughts
While the list of considerations 
stated above is not exhaustive, it 
will help you evaluate potential 
EMS firms based not only on 
their stated capabilities but also 
based on key attributes that 
could impact their ability to suc-
cessfully design and build your 
product.  

several things to consider.
First, you should ensure that 

EMS partner has substantially 
equivalent confidentiality agree-
ments with its suppliers to pro-
tect your information.

Second, the more suppliers 
that your EMS partner uses, the 
greater the risk of miscommuni-
cation among your partner, its 
suppliers and you.

Third, assuming that the 
EMS company selects its own 
suppliers, it should be solely 
responsible for their perfor-
mance. This includes managing 
them, ensuring the quality of 
their work, and paying them. 
You should never be involved in 
any disputes between the EMS 
& its suppliers.

Ideally, choose an EMS part-
ner that can develop your 
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Electronics manufacturing across Canada is growing and 
EP&T has launched a brand new guide aimed at helping 
engineers and designers source a Contract Electronics 
Manufacturer (CEM) or Electronic Manufacturing Services 
(EMS) provider in Canada.



ALSO INCLUDES:

PCB manufacturers

Components suppliers

Pick and place machinery

Enclosures

Power Supply 

Test and Measure

Stand-offs

Display

Electronics packaging
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